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Family violence investigation 

Family 

Violence Protection Act 2008

Family violence history between Mr BR and Ms ZT 
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about a year after the birth of their first child things 

changed between them. There was suddenly a feeling of coldness’

very quiet and distant. She lost her bubbly personality’

suspicious that might be hitting [Ms ZT] because she started 

all of a sudden wearing makeup which she never did before’

Coronial Brief



wanted to go to Syria to fight for ISIS’ leave the house’

grabbed her hand 

and he sliced it with a knife’



Third party reporting of family violence  

factors 

influencing attitudes to family violence in CALD communities include broader social norms 

relating to both gender and violence

people born in a country in which the main 

language is not English are less likely than the Australian-born to have a:  

high level of understanding of violence against women  
low level of endorsement of violence-supportive attitudes  
high level of support for gender equality

Final Report
Australians’ attitudes to violence against women. 

Findings from the 2013 National Community Attitudes Towards Violence Against Women Survey,



 

 

Campbell Page Employment Services  

   The Lookout 



turned to his child and started shouting at him’

like a dog and like that [the employment consultant] and that [DR] 

need [sic] to behave as the little kid knows what would happen at home

scared’

and did not feel safe’

their 

clothes appeared to have long term dirt in them and they were unwashed and unclean and 

running around

his wife was from Lebanon and teaching the children the 

Koran’

he would go to Syria to fight the Jihad. He said he would not be in Australia long 

as he was going to Syria for Jihad’



ensure safe 

environments for vulnerable clients including children and an incident reporting and 

monitoring framework’ specific child welfare and safety 

policy’ has not been introduced ‘as the vulnerable persons policy continues to cover this’

…may engage an external Child Safety Officer to provide expert advice and support to 
children, parents, employees and volunteers regarding the safety and well-being of children 
utilising our services…Where an employee suspects child abuse or neglect they should refer 
to the requirement of the State and then discuss immediately with their Manager. With 
Manager approval the worker may call the relevant State Authority.68 

details workers obligations into [sic] reporting child abuse and 

neglect’ employees and volunteers have an obligation to notify the 

Child Abuse Report Line…. as soon as practicable if they have a reasonable suspicion that a 

child has been, or is being, abused or neglected

Vulnerable Persons policy



Maternal Child Health Services engagement with Ms ZT



observe any physical indicators of abuse’

staff 

member was subsequently counselled about the requirement of professional practice as a 

MCHN and all staff were informed of the Code of Ethics concerning professional boundaries’

Maternal and Child Health Service guidelines Maternal and Child 

Health Services practice guidelines 2009

Maternal and Child 
Health Service: Practice Guidelines 2009

Maternal and Child Health Service: Key Ages and Stages Framework



Additional Family Violence Consultation- Practice Note for Maternal and Child Health Nurses

the MCH nurse was unable to complete the family violence questions because the partner or 
other family members were present; or 
family violence has been disclosed or identified and more time is required for discussion or 
to complete a safety plan; or  
the MCH nurses suspects the family is experiencing family violence and requires additional 
time for exploration and discussion; or 
the MCH nurse or family member/s require a joint consultation with a specialist family 
violence practitioner

 Maternal and Child Health Service guidelines, 

Maternal and Child Health Services practice guidelines 2009 Additional Family 

Violence Consultation- Practice Note for Maternal and Child Health Nurses

Maternal and Child Health Service 
guidelines, Additional family violence 
consultation- practice note for maternal and child health nurses

Additional family violence consultation- 
practice note for maternal and child health nurses



Use of Interpreters in health care settings  

Language Services Policy 

Family members should not be used as interpreters…In situations of suspected or actual 
family violence, using perpetrators, children or any other family members as interpreters 
presents an unacceptable risk and should not be undertaken. Every reasonable effort must 
be made to use an accredited interpreter before a family member or friend of the client 
asked [sic] to assist.87 

Language services policy



Ms ZT’s children and concerns regarding their non-attendance at school 

many incidents of violence and abuse’ post 

traumatic symptoms, behaviours and disrupted emotional and psychological development’

communication was limited’

Education Training and Reform Act 2006 ‘parents and carers have an 

obligation to enrol children of compulsory school age (6 to 17 years old, inclusive) in a 

registered school or to register them in home schooling’



produce a single 

child profile for every Victorian child displaying factual data about a child’s enrolment and 

participation in government services’ together information from existing 

government information management systems that hold information relevant to child wellbeing 

and safety’

Child information sharing scheme and privacy law in 
Victoria- frequently asked questions



Victoria Police welfare checks   





 Maternal and Child Health Service guidelines 

Additional Family Violence Consultation- Practice Note for Maternal and Child Health 

Nurses

 Maternal and Child Health Service 

guidelines, Maternal and Child Health Services practice guidelines 2009 Additional 

Family Violence Consultation- Practice Note for Maternal and Child Health Nurses 

Language Services Policy



violent or possibly family violence related
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