


 

 
 

Due to the seasonality of the works and the weather dependency, the Department would not 

be able to meet bushfire fuel reduction and roadside fuel mitigation programs within 

seasonal timeframes should there be restrictions applied to operational hours.  Failure to 

complete these works as part of the seasonal fluctuation in growth along roadsides would 

have implications to bushfire preparedness for local communities. 

The Department schedules works based on corridor-specific traffic patterns, seasonal 

demand, and real-time operational risks rather than fixed peak hour restrictions.  

Mandating the use of a single electronic variable messaging sign on all Category 3 
routes in Victoria 

The Coroner’s recommendation is unable to be implemented. 

The Department proposes that Truck/Trailer Mounted Attenuators (TMAs) fitted with 

electronic variable message signs (VMS) be required for rural freeway and highway 

operations such as mowing and slashing, where TMAs are required under the Austroads 

Guide to Temporary Traffic Management (AGTTM). 

On rural freeways and highways, attenuator-mounted VMS units are more operationally 

viable because they integrate advance warning and impact protection within a single mobile 

platform. This reduces setup time, limits worker exposure to live traffic, minimises equipment 

footprint, and provides greater flexibility for short-duration or mobile works in high-speed 

environments. 

Where TMAs are not required under the AGTTM on the arterial road network for mowing and 

slashing operations, the Department will not deploy single electronic variable messaging 

signs as mowing operations are short term, weather dependant and mobile worksites.  The 

mobilisation and de-mobilisation of single electronic variable messaging signs creates other 

safety risks to the traffic management and roadside operations crews. 

DTP will share the Coroner’s recommendations with Austroads for consideration in any 

updates to the AGTTM. 

Please do not hesitate to contact Aj Armstrong on  or at 

 if you have any questions about the contents of this letter 

or if you require any further information. 

Yours sincerely 

 
Fiona Green 
Executive Director, Road Maintenance Operations  
   
 
25 / 05 / 2026 
 
Cc: Beth Liley - Executive Director, Gippsland & Capital Delivery 
email:   




