
Death or 

Passing 

Reported

Identity + 

Cause of Death 

Investigated

Does it meet the 

definition of a 

reportable 

death?

Reported to the coroner by:

a medical practitioner; 

a police officer; or

family or friends.

Yes

'Form 2'
Determination
not a reportable 

death

 No
Coroner must discontinue investigation (no jurisdiction)

Coroner makes decisions around:

procedures required for identification; 

who is the Senior Next of Kin; 

whether autopsy is required; and 

release of the body.

Is the medical 

examiner's 

opinion the 

death is due to 

natural causes?

 Further 

Coronial 

Investigation

No

Does the coroner 

decide further 

investigation is 

needed?

Yes

'Form 3'
Finding and 

determination to 

discontinue 

investigation

No

Yes
Coroner determines there is 

significant public interest 
and/or prevention opportunities

Further investigation may inclde:

Coronial Brief submission by Coronial 

Investigator (Police Officer); 

obtaining supplementary material; 

review by Coroners Prevention Unit; 

obtaining expert opinion(s).

Is an inquest 

mandatory?
(person was in 

custody or care)

Has a person 

involved been 

charged with an 

indictable 

offence?

No Court Inquest 

Held

Yes

Does the 

Coroner decide 

it's not 

appropriate to 

make any 

Findings?

Yes

'Form 41'
Determination no 

inquest and no 

Findings to be 

made

Yes

Does the  

coroner still 

choose to hold 

an inquest? 
(or grant an 

application for 
inquest?)

No Yes

'Form 37'
Finding into 

death with 

inquest

Finding drafted 

"in chambers"

No

'Form 38'
Finding without 

inquest and with 

or without 

circumstances

To prepare for inquest Coroner decides:

witnesses to be called at inquest hearing; and

relevant issues (scope) for the purposes of the 

hearing

Publication of 

Finding

Coroner may choose to publish a 

Finding where there is public 

interest and/or public health or 

death prevention opportunities

Findings into a death/passing of a 

person in custody or care must be 

published 

No

Overview of the Coronial Investigation Process
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